othing — or so we're often told - is
N perfect. And that may, indeed, be true.

But the truth is that the original 986-
model Porsche Boxster was remarkably
close to flawless straight out of the box. For
a company that just a few years earlier had
been on the brink of financial collapse it
was an impressive achievement.

Certainly press and public alike felt that
the first 2.5-litre models weren't as sprightly
as perhaps they should have been, and
some - us included - felt they sometimes
sounded more like domestic washing
machines than red-blooded sports cars.
Even so, they simply flew out of the
showrooms. Such was the huge demand
that by 1998 Porsche was forced to contract
additional assembly work to the Valmet
company in Uusikaupunki, Finland.

In 1999 Porsche addressed the
increasingly controversial performance
issues with a slightly more powerful 2.7-litre
engine for the base model - top speed went
up by only around émph, but mid-range
acceleration was significantly improved —
and, more notably still, a 2562bhp 3.2-litre
Boxster 'S’ Offering 0-62mph in 5.9
seconds, and a maximum speed of 161mph,
this was close to 911 Carrera territory.

So far so good. But the Boxster retained
one major shortcoming — or so claimed
those owners affected by it. The electrically
operated folding hood — which famously
opens or closes in a mere 12 seconds from

start to finish of the process — was fantastic,
a real breakthrough in a car of this relatively
modest price, but with a plastic rear
‘window’ it was in detalil little better than that
of, say, a 1960s’ MGB.

Inevitably the plastic would become
cloudy and opaque, complained many
owners, and worse still frequently needed
easing into a smooth curve with gentle hand
pressure as the roof was lowered. That
meant stopping the lowering process and, if
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you were on your own, climbing out of the
car (or else persuading your passenger to
clamber out). Fail to observe this
precaution, they said, especially in cold
weather when the plastic would be more
brittle, and soon your Boxster’s rear window
would have an ugly crease across it.

Not surprisingly Porsche itself never
really admitted to this problem. And, to be
fair, it was hardly the most serious drawback
ever to afflict an otherwise superb machine.

The outer layer of the Jasmine soft-top is made from hard-wearing acrylic fibre which
is both scuff- and UV-resistant — and available in these 11 colours. Take your pick!












